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What distinguishes the Orbit frOm all the 
Other live music venues in JOhannesburg? 

The Orbit is an art performance space first and foremost and it is 
dedicated to the promotion of  Jazz music, both South African and 
international. It showcases universal music, and is always a peaceful 
gathering that brings a lot of  different people together in terms of  
origins, social environment, age and gender, in a multi-cultural city of  
note. The Orbit is a platform for established and young artists alike, 
where musical projects blossom and new collaborations are born. 
The artists are the VIPs here, this is Home for Jazz musicians. It also, 
on occasions, crosses over to other genres of  improvised music. What 
makes The Orbit special is that the majority of  patrons come to listen 
to great music in a classy and sophisticated venue that still remains 
simple and relevant. 
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South African Jazz has never been the same since March 2014 when The Orbit opened its’ doors to Johannesburg  
(and the rest of the world of course). Better known to musicians and patriots as the Home of Jazz, The Orbit is open 6 
days a week from 5pm – 2am on Tuesdays to Thursdays and from 1pm – 2am on Fridays to Sundays. With a variety of live 
performances every night, our appreciation and perception of African performances has shifted completely. 

But all too often, we hear people complain about the “high prices”, the arbitrary hours, the one-sidedness of booking 
Jazz muso’s as opposed to Kwaito stars and the silence required during the shows. So we’ve highlighted these observations 
in order to magnify the beauty of The Orbit. It is usually our imperfections which make our light shine even brighter so  
here you have it Joburgers, Aymeric Péguillan, the co-owner and manager of The Orbit – Home of Jazz answering our 
grappling questions:

Aymeric Peguillan 
cO-OWner & manager Of the Orbit

is it safe tO say that it may take a feW years 
befOre We see a shift in peOple’s rOutines tO 
accOmmOdate fOr hOme-grOWn talent tO sell 
Out shOWs?

It takes time to build a live music venue to get the general public, 
and not just the avid jazz lovers, to come and appreciate good 
art, especially when so may have pre conceptions about Jazz. But 
believe me, we have already converted a few to the beauty and the 
uniqueness of  Live Jazz. We want to provide exceptional memories 
of  creative processes. We are strating to notice an impact on the jazz 
scene in terms of  new creations and collaborations. 

 
peOple sOmetimes fOrget that artists alsO have 
tO eat. What dO yOu make Of the nOtiOn that 
paying r80 – r150 fOr entrance (alOne) is tOO 
much?

In recent years, with the absence of  good live music venues for 
Jazz, it has become a habit not to pay for music when you go to 
a restaurant or a club.  It’s a nightmare for musicians! We find it 
strange that many can pay R200 to go to the movies, to the theatre 
or a concert at the Dome, but can be reluctant to pay for Live Music 
of  the highest quality in a club setting. At the end of  the day, we want 
to pay these artists as best we can and by supporting this venue in a 
regular fashion. In fact, listening to quality music is quite cheap in 
Joburg if  compared to European, Asian or American cities where 
cover charges can go up to R1000 for a club gig in a major venue.

 
laO tzu Once said “silence is a sOurce Of great 
strength”. hOW much dO yOu, and the Orbit 
agree With this quOted philOsOphy? 

Of  course, there is no greater love than showing respect for artists 
when they perform and we strongly encourage that. There is time 
for enjoying your wine and food, and there is time to value the 
great musicianship of  these artists who give us a lot when they come 
on stage. It’s a mutually beneficial relationship, one that enriches 
everyone. Most people would not think of  talking inside the Theatre 
or at the movies when they have paid and we feel this very reason 
should anchor live music venues.

 
What is yOur visiOn fOr the Orbit a year Or five 
years frOm nOW? 

Our main mission is to promote great quality South African Jazz 
music locally and internationally. For us, the most important 
objective is to be recognized as a venue that values the Jazz genre 
and those who perform it. Provide artists with a quality environment 
that attracts quality audiences. What matters is to find consistency on 
a daily basis. 

In closing, it’s safe to say that The Orbit has made significant 
headway in changing the perception and experience of  Jazz in 
Johannesburg. With phenomenal music, great food, safe and secure 
parking on Juta Street as well as a sound vision – not even our 
Presidents policies could stop the motion in Orbit!

The Orbit has recently installed a top-of-the-range generator to 
ensure the “show must go on!”

The Orbit registers itself in the legacy of 
famous past Johannesburg club such as 
Kippies and Bassline and wants to rival 
with the best Jazz clubs in the world.

81 De Korte Street, Johannesburg  
011 339 6645 
www.theorbit.co.za

mzansi gallery
We are a fresh new gallery with 
mostly new artists, still making 
their names – all, on a journey 
through life – a conscious journey 
to create and manifest beauty – 
through their work and how they 
live. 
12a 7th Street, Melville 
011 482 8292  
info@mzansi.gallery  
www.mzansi.gallery
T @mzansigallery
f https://www.facebook.com/
mzansigallery

l. rOn hubbard  
heritage site 

In late 1960, L. Ron Hubbard 
traveled from his home at 
Saint Hill Manor for an 
extended stay in Johannesburg. 
The fully restored residence 
houses displays that tell of  L. 
Ron Hubbard’s visit to South 
African prisons and the criminal 
reform programs he initiated, 
his lectures to South African 
Scientologists and his pioneering 
work in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe).
RECEIVE A FREE 
EDUCATIONAL CD WHEN 
YOU VISIT DURING JUNE
40 Hannaben Street, Johannesburg 
011 0540 540 or 081 306 8227 
www.lronhubbard.org/heritage-sites
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